
Asian American Pacific
Islander Heritage Month

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
commemorates the arrival of the first Japanese 
immigrants to the United States on May 7, 1843, and 
marks the transcontinental railroad’s completion on 
May 10, 1869. 

Did you know the term Asian American/Pacific 
Islander refers to Americans who can trace their 
ancestry to a multitude of countries in Asia, Hawaii 
and the Pacific Island territories?
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Activity BookVietnam Veterans Memorial 
Wall designer Maya Lin was a 
21-year-old Yale student when 
her proposal for the black stone 
monument won the largest design 
competition in American history. 
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. is considered 
one of the most influential 
memorials of the post-World War 
II period.

go to www.deomi.org for more observance information
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Dr. Jonny Kim and Raja Chari are two impressive Asian Americans 
who made it into NASA’s 2017 astronaut candidate class, having been 
chosen from a pool of over 18,000 applicants! 

Jonny Kim is a Navy SEAL with over 
100 combat operations. He is a recipient 
of the Silver Star and a Bronze Star (with 
Valor device).

Raja Chari, a Lieutenant 
Colonel with the U.S. Air 
Force. He commanded 
the F-35 Lightning II 
developmental test squadron 
and served in combat in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 
flying the F-15E Strike Eagle.
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Pilot Hazel Ying Lee once had to make an emergency landing in a 
Kansas wheat field. A nearby farmer chased her around her plane 
with a pitchfork, screaming to his neighbors that the Japanese 
were invading! (Lee was a Chinese American.) She demanded he 
put the pitch fork down, he finally complied.

Lee was killed in the line of duty, the last WASP (Women Airforce 
Service Pilot) to die in service to her country.



Hiroshi Miyamura is a United States Army soldier.  He received the 
Medal of Honor for actions in the Korean War.  

Miyamura’s Medal of Honor award was kept secret by the U.S. Army 
for 28 months, while the brave young soldier was held by the North 
Koreans as a Prisoner of War.

“We live now in a global village and we are in one single family. 
It’s our responsibility to bring friendship and love from all different 
places around the world and to live together in peace.”  
—Jackie Chan 

Sit with 
someone new at 
lunch.
Give a 
compliment.
Hold the door open 
for someone.
Read to someone 
younger.
Donate a book or toy.
Thank a teacher.
Pick up trash.

What other acts of kindness can you do?

1.
 
2.
 
3. 
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No one is sure who 
invented the kite, but 

they were flown in China 
more than two thousand 

years ago!  Kite flying 
was eventually spread 
by traders from China 

to Korea, and across 
Asia to India.  Each area 

developed a distinctive 
style of kite and cultural 
purpose for flying them.  
Here are some examples: 

in Malaysia, kites are 
made for competitions. 

In Japan, kites are an art 
form and a traditional 

New Year’s gift for 
Japanese children. In 
Taiwan, kites are part 

of religious and cultural 
celebrations.


